
transformational experience whereby death is no
longer feared or repressed but accepted with open-
ness.

Compassionate care and support come in many
forms during a patient’s interactions with healthcare
providers. But in end-of-life situations, such care and
support are manifest in the form of palliative care
programs offered that treat the individual in a holistic
way, always respecting the dignity of the person.
These programs acknowledge the spiritual life, this
vital experience of mind and spirit, as a major part in
the healing process, especially at the end of life.

In the end, it is the spirit of each person and his or
her reliance on what he or she perceives as the
ultimate value that bring about the transformation
from self-concern to self-transcendence. In this way,
end-of-life decisions become opportunities to make
spiritually transformational decisions.

Anthony J. De Conciliis CSC, PhD
Institute for Medicine, Education, and Spirituality
Ochsner Clinic Foundation
adeconciliis@ochsner.org

REFERENCE
1. Tompkins L. We need to talk. Ochsner J. 2011 Winter; 11(4): 298-

301.

From the Editor-in-Chief:

I would like to thank Dr Davis and Rev De Conciliis
for their letters. The editorial staff strongly encourages
discussion of the Journal’s contents, and these letters
have highlighted several important aspects of the
critical discussions that need to occur among our
patients and colleagues. The end-of-life theme issue
of The Ochsner Journal (Volume 11, Number 4) had
many unique contributions. The editorial staff has
received many complimentary comments and numer-
ous requests for reprints from students, social
workers, and even the members of a bioethics
committee at a hospital in Mississippi.

David E. Beck, MD
Editor-in-Chief
The Ochsner Journal
dbeck@ochsner.org

Erratum

Farag E, Abd-Elsayed A, Anderson M, Abdelmalak J, Schubert A. Anesthetic management for Wingspan
stent. Ochsner J. 2012 Spring;12(1):30-34.

Affiliations for Dr Alaa Abd-Elsayed and Mr Michael Anderson were inadvertently switched. Dr Abd-Elsayed
is affiliated with the Department of Anesthesiology, University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, OH. Mr Anderson is
affiliated with the Department of Anesthesiology, University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics, Iowa City, IA.
The editors apologize for the error and present this correction to our readers.
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